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STAFF REPORT
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council

From the City Manager 

DATE:  March 13, 2023

SUBJECT 

Termination of local emergencies related to COVID-19 and winter 2023 storms

RECOMMENDATION

1.  Adopt a resolution terminating the local emergency caused by the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19); and

2.  Adopt a resolution terminating the local emergency relating to 2023 winter storms.

STRATEGIC PLAN GUIDING PRINCIPLE

Public Safety

BACKGROUND 

The City of Redwood City currently is operating under two declarations of local emergency, one related 
to COVID-19, and one related to 2023 winter storms. Staff recommends terminating both declarations as 
the local emergency conditions have ended.

COVID-19 Local Emergency

On March 3, 2020, pursuant to Section 8630 of the California Government Code and Chapter 2.46 of the 
San Mateo County Ordinance Code, the San Mateo County Director of Emergency Services proclaimed a 
local emergency throughout the County related to COVID-19 and on March 10, 2020, the Board ratified 
and extended the proclamation of a local emergency. On February 28, 2023, the County ended the state 
of local emergency. 
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On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom declared a state of emergency to make additional resources 
available, formalize emergency actions already underway across multiple state agencies and 
departments, and help the State prepare for a broader spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). On February 
28, 2023, the State ended the state of emergency. 

On March 12, 2020, the City of Redwood City adopted a resolution proclaiming the existence of a local 
emergency caused by the COVID-19, as cases began rising rapidly throughout San Mateo County, which 
remains in effect.

On March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a state of emergency for all states, tribes, territories and 
the District of Colombia related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Presidential emergency 
declaration is set to expire on May 11, 2023. 

2023 Winter Storm Local Emergency

An intense winter storm event began December 31, 2022 in northern California, with storm impacts 
continuing through January 10, 2023. On January 3, San Mateo County proclaimed a local state of 
emergency due to storm impacts and on January 4, 2023 Governor Newsom proclaimed a state of 
emergency throughout California to support winter storm response. The City of Redwood City opened an 
Emergency Operations Center on December 31, 2022 to coordinate storm response and on January 5, 
2023 the City Manager, acting as Emergency Services Director, issued a local emergency proclamation. On 
January 9, 2023, the City Council adopted a resolution confirming the proclamation of a local state of 
emergency, which remains in effect. The City resumed normal operations on January 11, 2023.

ANALYSIS

COVID-19 Local Emergency

The City’s action to establish a local state of emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic mirrored 
actions at the federal, state, and county government to address threats to public health and safety 
associated with the novel coronavirus COVID 19. Substantial governmental efforts were required to 
protect the community from the virus which spread easily and caused health impacts that ranged from 
mild symptoms to serious illness to death. Extensive changes were required in City operations to provide 
community services while protecting community and employee health and safety. The City acted 
vigorously to share health and safety guidance; modify city operations to protect public health and safety; 
support public vaccination efforts; and address the pandemic’s economic and social impact on individuals, 
businesses, and community organizations. On May 4, 2020, staff introduced a pandemic recovery strategy 
known as the Three Rs: Respond, Restore, and Reimagine. This strategy was incorporated in the FY 
2020/21 budget adopted on June 22, 2020.  Over the last three years, the City has responded to immediate 
community needs, worked to restore community vitality, and endeavored to reimagine City services. 

At this time, the State of California and County of San Mateo have ended their COVID-19 state of 
emergency declarations and the federal emergency declaration is set to expire May 11, 2023. The City’s 
efforts to address pandemic impacts through public health education and rent and utility assistance are 
winding down. Great progress has been made on restoring community vitality, with economic, social and 
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cultural activity nearing pre-pandemic levels. Regarding reimagining City services, some pandemic-era 
service modifications, such as virtual planning and building services and public participation in City Council 
and City Council sub-committee meetings by Zoom, have proved popular and efficient. Staff recommends 
continuing these approaches. Additionally, the City is actively working to reimagine services to meet 
evolving community needs. In light of improved health conditions and the end of the State and County 
emergency declarations, it is appropriate for the City of Redwood City to end its COVID-19 local state of 
emergency as well. 

2023 Winter Storm Local Emergency

The City’s action to establish a local state of emergency because of severe winter storms beginning 
December 31, 2022 similarly mirrored State of California and County of San Mateo emergency 
declarations on January 4, 2023 and January 3, 2023 respectively. A Presidential Major Disaster 
Declaration followed, and was extended to San Mateo County on January 28, 2023. On December 31, 
2022, sustained heavy rain combined with high tides created local flooding while wind gusts resulted in 
downed trees and power lines, leading to power outages affecting homes, businesses and traffic controls. 
Within the City, residents along East Bayshore and adjacent to Cordilleras Creek were most impacted by 
local flooding. These conditions occurred periodically over approximately 11 days, with the most 
significant impacts on December 31, 2022 and January 1, 2023. The City increased staffing to provide 
emergency response, communicated with residents on storm preparations and impacts, and opened a 
temporary evacuation center at the Veteran’s Memorial Senior Center on December 31, 2022 and on 
January 4, 2023 to support community members who self-evacuated due to local impacts. Additionally, 
the City conducted outreach to unhoused residents to provide information about the storms and special 
shelter opportunities, in partnership with San Mateo County. The City distributed information to residents 
in Spanish and English, increasing communications over the course of the response. The City’s emergency 
operations center opened December 31, 2022 to coordinate the City’s response internally and with other 
agencies, such as the County of San Mateo and the City of San Carlos. 

At the January 9, 2023 City Council meeting, staff provided an update on storm preparations and storm 
impacts. As of January 28, 2023, federal disaster assistance was offered to qualifying residents in San 
Mateo, and local philanthropic efforts also generated funding to help community members cover storm-
related losses. The City shared information about these resources with community members through the 
City’s communication channels, through the Fair Oaks Community Center, and through property 
managers at mobile home parks located in areas vulnerable to flooding. The City’s emergency operations 
center closed on January 11, 2023 as storm impacts eased and normal operations resumed.

On February 28, 2023, the County of San Mateo extended the local state of emergency to address 
continued County efforts to address storm damage. The State and federal emergency declarations also 
remain in effect.

At this time, staff recommends ending the local state of emergency associated with the winter 2023 
storms. The City has completed all of the immediate actions necessary to address the emergency and has 
returned to normal operations and standard city practices. Staff are following up with the property owner 
for the R.C. Mobile Home Park regarding flood and emergency preparedness, and meeting with residents 
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in the Centennial neighborhood, which includes Cordilleras Creek, on March 14. This engagement may 
result in recommendations to the City Council in the future.

FISCAL IMPACT 

This report was completed within existing staff resources; no budget adjustment is required. 

The availability of reimbursement for City qualifying COVID-19 expenses, if any exist, from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency is contingent upon the existence of the Presidential emergency 
declaration, which is set to expire on May 11, 2023. City expenditures of Local Fiscal Recovery Funds under 
the American Rescue Plan Act are not contingent upon the existence of a local or federally declared state 
of emergency. 

The City does not have expenses related to the City’s winter 2023 storm response that qualify for state or 
federal reimbursement. Residents and businesses may apply for federal assistance without the existence 
of a local declared state of emergency. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This activity is not a project under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as defined in CEQA 
Guidelines, section 15378, because it has no potential for resulting in either a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with the agenda items being listed, at least 72 
hours prior to the meeting

ALTERNATIVES

The City Council could decline to approve one or both resolutions, seek additional information from staff, 
and/or provide additional direction to staff.
 

LINKS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY PROCLAIMING THE 
EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY CAUSED BY THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) (link to 
https://webapps.redwoodcity.org/files/finance/clk/Reso.0015---CC-Reso-Proclaiming-A-Local-
Emergency-(COVID-19).pdf)
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY CONFIRMING THE JANUARY 
5, 2023 PROCLAMATION OF THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY BY THE CITY MANAGER OF 
THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY, ACTING AS EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR (link to 
https://meetings.redwoodcity.org/AgendaOnline/Documents/ViewDocument/ATTACHMENT%
20B%20-%20RESO.0001%20-
%20CC%20RESO%20RATIFYING%20EMERGENCY%20PROCLAMATION.pdf?meetingId=2409&doc
umentType=Agenda&itemId=8557&publishId=13403&isSection=false)

ATTACHMENTS 

ATTACHMENT A - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY TERMINATING 
THE LOCAL EMERGENCY CAUSED BY THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

ATTACHMENT B - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY TERMINATING 
THE LOCAL EMERGENCY RELATING TO 2023 WINTER STORMS

REPORT PREPARED BY:

Melissa Stevenson Diaz, City Manager
mdiaz@redwoodcity.org
(650) 780-7301

APPROVED BY:

Melissa Stevenson Diaz, City Manager
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